
 
 
 
WHEREAS, George and Lillian Snyder Elrod gave birth to “Little Joe” on May 9, 1912, on a 
farm north of Jonesborough, Arkansas, the 6th of 8 children; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Joe learned at an early age to always mind his mother, when at 10 years old he 
went hunting instead of doing his chores and while loading a shotgun, accidentally shot his 
finger off; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Joe started working with radio equipment in 1927 while attending school in 
Arkansas; and,  
 
WHEREAS, Joe began his journey to Independence, Missouri, in 1939, with $7.75 in his 
pocket, driving a 1929 Faiten 5-passenger vehicle, doing  “odd jobs” along the way to buy 
gasoline, arriving in Independence with the same amount of money he had when he left 
Arkansas; and,  
 
WHEREAS, on June 7, 1941, Joe entered the U.S. Army, serving as a radio operator in the 
Second Army, and was discharged before he was shipped out because of his age; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Joe and Irene Martin Elrod were married in 1941, their union lasting 56 years until 
Irene’s death in 1997; and, 
 
WHEREAS, in 1945, Joe and Irene Elrod had a son, Joel Dewayne Elrod, who followed his 
dad’s pioneer spirit by moving to the Alaskan wild; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Joe spent many years working with the Boy Scouts, taking his troop to Macy, 
Nebraska, for an Omaha Pow-Wow on the Omaha Reservation, becoming the first troop from 
Independence ever to attend an Omaha Pow-Wow; and,  
 
WHEREAS, after 60 plus years of working with radio equipment and electronics, Joe closed his 
repair shop in 1989, however he did not retire from his strong beliefs and convictions; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Joe has become the “Paul Revere” of Independence with his signage, the PA 
system on his truck, and his presence at City meetings and gatherings; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Joe enjoys the admiration and respect of Independence residents who share his 
spirit and passion for a better quality of life for future generations; and, 
 
WHEREAS, we come here today, May 6, 2006, to wish Joe well on his 94th birthday and extend 
the City’s hope for many more birthdays to come;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Don B. Reimal, Mayor of the City of Independence, by virtue of the 
authority vested in my by the City of Independence do hereby proclaim May 9, 2006, as 
 

 
 



 
 

JOE ELROD DAY 
 
in Independence and call upon all our citizens to join me in expressing our appreciation to Joe 
for his love for Independence and its citizens and to wish him our best on his 94th birthday. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the City to be 
affixed this 5th day of May, 2006. 
        ________________________ 
                      MAYOR 
        Attest: 
        ________________________ 
                  CITY CLERK 
 
 
 


